Hypothermia and exsanguination in emergency cardiovascular surgery in children.
Emergency cardiac surgery in children can be successfully carried out even when cardiopulmonary bypass is either not feasible or not available quickly enough. Hypothermia induced with ice-water bags, complete circulatory arrest, near-total body exsanguination, and rewarming with a heating blanket and heating lamps, were used twice successfully in the repair of a ruptured aneurysm of the ascending aorta.